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Coast to Coast! WGA West and WGA, East Join #DisneyMustPay

Task Force

LOS ANGELES (August 19, 2021) – Writers Guild of America, East

(WGAE) and Writers Guild of America West (WGAW) are joining the

#DisneyMustPay Joint Task Force. The Task Force’s goals are to ensure

that all writers who are owed royalties and/or statements for their

media-tie in work are identified and that Disney and other companies

honor their contractual obligations to those writers after acquiring the

companies that originally hired the writers.

“We’re seeing the abuses of consolidation negatively affect all creative

people in the entertainment business,” said WGAW President David A.

Goodman, “and as we are an organization devoted to protecting writers,

making sure that their contracts are enforced and that they are fairly

compensated for their work, supporting this task force as an absolute

necessity.”

WGAE President Beau Willimon said, “As a union fighting for the rights of

people who craft stories, we believe these writers deserve to share in the

value created by their work.  Their battle is our battle.”

“WGA West and WGA, East are bringing more firepower to the

#DisneyMustPay Joint Task Force,” said Mary Robinette Kowal, Task Force

Chair. “They are legendary in their passion, commitment, and success in

protecting the rights of writers. And they know a thing or two about doing

battle in Hollywood and New York.”
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The Task Force has made progress, notably ensuring that three well-known

media tie-in authors have been paid and attaining the cooperation of

BOOM! Studios in identifying affected authors. However, over a dozen

additional authors are still in negotiations with Disney. Many of them,

especially ones with lesser-known names, find communications with Disney

repeatedly stalled until pressure is again applied by the Task Force and its

supporters.

Fans, fellow writers, and the creative community need to continue to post

on social media showing their support so the #DisneyMustPay Joint Task

Force can help writers. Thanks to their support, the message is reaching

Disney and related organizations to alert them to the work they need to do

to honor their contractual obligations.

The #DisneyMustPay Joint Task Force, formed by Science Fiction and

Fantasy Writers of America, Inc. (SFWA), includes the Authors Guild,

Horror Writers Association, International Association of Media Tie-In

Writers (IAMTW), International Thriller Writers, Mystery Writers of

America, National Writers Union, Novelists, Inc., Romance Writers of

America, Sisters in Crime (SinC), and now, Writers Guild of America West

(WGAW) and Writers Guild of America, East (WGAE). Individual writers

on the Task Force include Neil Gaiman, Lee Goldberg, Mary Robinette

Kowal, Chuck Wendig, and Tess Garritsen. The Task Force identifies and

guides authors who might be owed money. Disney is refusing to cooperate

with the Task Force to identify affected authors.

The #DisneyMustPay Joint Task Force makes sure writers’ contracts

are honored, but individual negotiations are rightly between the authors,

their agents, and the rights holder. The Disney Task Force is working to

address structural and systemic concerns.

Additional updates and information are available at

www.writersmustbepaid.org.
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